Are Temporary Permits Available for Driving

an Unregistered Imported Car?

There are generally no temporary permits available in Maine that allow you to

legally drive an unregistered imported car on public roads while you attempt to re-

register it, especially if the car does not comply with federal safety and emissions

standards.

Key Points:

In most states, including Maine, temporary permits (sometimes called
temporary operating permits or trip permits) are only issued after you have
started the registration process and paid the required fees.

These permits are typically for newly purchased vehicles or vehicles in the
process of registration, and the vehicle must be eligible for registration under

state and federal law.

For imported vehicles that do not meet federal standards or have had their
registration cancelled, you would not be eligible for a temporary permit in

Maine.

Temporary permits in other states (like Florida or California) may be available
for specific situations, but they generally require the vehicle to be eligible for
registration and may not apply to imported vehicles that do not meet U.S.
standards.

Summary:

If your imported car is unregistered and not eligible for registration in Maine, you

cannot obtain a temporary permit to drive it on public roads. The only legal options

are to keep the vehicle off public roads or transport it by trailer until it is properly

registered and meets all applicable regulations.
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